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GRADE IV 

Methods and Subject-M alter 

I. Continued illustration of themes, with some responsibihty for 
collecting material for data. Some development of a sense of 
arrangement for effective telHng of the story. 

The units chosen for illustration in this year are Greek and 
Roman life, taken from the history. The children make books 
for their papers and illustrations of Greek life. In order to make 
pictures for any Greek story they find that they must study Greek 
buildings and Greek costumes. While the teacher furnishes some 
of the material needed for this, the children are held responsible 
for looking up much of their own data. For example, they are 
encouraged to bring sketches and pictures from home which will 
give suggestions as to the kind of buildings, designs, or costumes 
they need, or they take trips to the museum, Hbrary, or art institute 
for this purpose. The notes or quick sketches made for later 
use are recorded in a small sketchbook which each child owns. 
Scenes are made which illustrate the literature as well as the his- 
tory, i.e., some of the adventures of Odysseus, or pictures con- 
nected with the fall of Troy. 

In connection with the Roman history such illustrations are 
made as Hannibal crossing the Alps, Cincinnatus at the plow, 
a Roman wedding, and Horatius at the bridge. Here the children 
need to represent the geography of the country correctly, as in the 
case of drawing the Alps or the river Tiber. 
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II. Special study of a few new shapes, and an elaboration of 
shapes previously learned: 

1. Detailed study of a few animal forms. One or two are 
studied quite in detail by means of drawing, modeHng, and 
representation with color. The animals learned in this 
way are horse, dog, cow, buffalo, and camel. Some of 
these have been drawn in preceding grades, and here are 
elaborated and represented with correct proportions and 
more detail in securing general appearance. In connection 
with the science such shapes are learned as the crayfish, 
dragonfly, spider, and many kinds of fish. Quick sketches 
of each of these are made which show the characteristic 
shapes and different actions. 

2. Drawing of leaves and flowers held in different positions. 
Many of the plants and flowers which were drawn in the 
lower grades for their general effect are here drawn so that 
detail of growth is shown. 

3. Drawing of objects in different positions. Greek and Roman 
buildings are drawn, the emphasis being placed upon correct 
representation of vertical, horizontal, diagonal. The learn- 
ing of the shapes of Greek and Roman ships is based upon 
the viking ship which was learned in Grade III. 

4. Correct judgment of proportions and special relations: 

a) In objects — slants of lines, proportional relation of parts, 
e.g., dish and handle, etc. 

b) In plans, sketching of general proportions, e.g., garden 
plots, etc. 

c) In geometric figures — right angles and squares on given 
lines. There are two methods of approach to this : 

(i) Estimating from given specifications. 
(2) Feeling for correspondence of shape of object with that 
of the drawing. 

5. The human figure is drawn with fairly good proportions. 
From pictures, statues, and from children posing in costume, 
the figure in Greek and Roman costume is drawn. These 
are drawn in rapidly with the brush as silhouettes, in order to 
work for proportions. 
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6. The types of landscape needed in Grade IV review nearly 
all the types previously learned, and add a few new ones. 
The main emphasis here comes in representing these old 
types with the new medium of water colors. The crayon 
is not disregarded altogether, however. 

III. The design includes experiments with conventions or 
symbols for aesthetic expression, and the decorative or symbolic 
development of some familiar animal or plant form. This experi- 
mentation falls under three heads: 

1. With conventions or symbols whose style is imposed by the 
material, as in weaving, basketry, mosaic, cross-stitch, etc. 

2. With conventions resulting inevitably from repetition of 
the form from memory until, as in the case of handwriting, 
it assumes an individual style. 

3. With repetition in borders, or in bilateral symmetry involving 
effects of spacing, reversal, etc. 

Through the work with Greek life, an unusual interest 
in Greek design develops. The children voluntarily bring in 
sketches and descriptions of Greek design which they have dis- 
covered in their homes or buildings, and in other places around 
them. 

The work with decorative units and borders finds applica- 
tion in the weaving and cross-stitch in connection with the 
work in household arts, the construction work — boxes, book 
covers, envelopes — and in the clay-modeHng — paperweights, tiles, 
vases, etc. 

IV. Water colors and crayons are both used. Famiharity 
with the new medium involves the experimenting with a new 
technique in order to produce an effect as good as that obtained 
with crayons. Much emphasis is placed upon the making of flat 
washes with the lighter tones. The children are allowed to use 
the water color freely in trying to match color. Thus they become 
somewhat used to the medium. It is found that children gain 
control over this medium so rapidly when it is introduced for the 
first time in Grade IV that they have lost nothing by using only 
crayons from the beginning in Grade I. 
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Standards of Attainment 

I. Ability to gather from textbooks and pictures material for 
illustrating a given theme. 

II. Ability to draw with considerable detail, to model in the 
round, to represent in different positions, and to sketch rapidly 
with expressive general effect seven or eight birds and animals; 
to represent leaves and flowers in different positions, including 
effects of foreshortening; to sketch objects and diagrams in good 
general proportion; to draw at arm's length on the board, and 
to sketch on paper, right angles and squares on any given lines; 
to represent constructed objects in two dimensions, showing 
general appearance in different positions, and correct proportions; 
to represent readily landscape involving any kind of moimtains, 
trees, or shoreline; to draw the human figure in any position with 
fairly good proportions. 

III. Abihty to appreciate and apply principles of good arrange- 
ment in design, and to appreciate and create the more highly 
conventional decorative units such as would be the result of a 
material which forces a convention: for example, cross-stitch, 
weaving. 

Abihty to print, using single-lined letters, and to fit two words 
into a given space; also to fit one letter into a geometric figure. 

Abihty to make decorative units by highly conventionalizing 
familiar forms with cross-sectioned paper, to be used in weaving 
or cross-stitch, or by making geometric units: for example, modify- 
ing a square by means of corner and side cuts. 

Abihty to make line borders broken at the corner by a unit. 

IV. The use of color freely in all work, water color being used 
as well as crayons. 

Abihty to match any color with water color rather than with 
samples. 

Ability to combine elements to make any one color. 

The beginning of an appreciation of value, the adchng of black 
and white to a color. 

Color in design: ability to make flat washes of light tones. 
Use of one color with black or white. The color circle is used 
for the first time. 
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GRADE V 

Method and Subject-Matter 

I. Continued illustration of themes with increased responsi- 
bility for collecting material for data. Sketchbooks are used 
for recording illustrative notes. The establishment of a good 
working method, gained by dealing somewhat thoroughly with one 
or two themes during the year, is of more value than random illus- 
tration of many topics. The gathering of material should be pre- 
ceded and guided largely by a discussion of the sorts of material 
needed to illustrate a given topic. 

One of the big units of work to be illustrated is the study of 
com. In connection with the science the children are studying 
the stalk, its growth, the products, etc. This calls for detailed 
drawings of the plant as a whole and of parts of the plant. Draw- 
ings of apparatus connected with experiments is necessary. In the 
literature the class is learning Whittier's poem, "The Huskers," 
and pictures are made which will represent some stanza or part of 
the story. Each child makes a book on " Corn " ; into which these 
illustrations are to go. This unit involves illustrative drawing, 
detailed drawing of selected forms, and design. The children 
plan the book and decide what things they need to draw for it. 
They then begin to look up their own material, such as pictures, 
descriptions, the actual corn stalk, etc. 

Another unit of illustrative work comes in connection with the 
history. The old warriors are studied — the Huns, Franks, Goths. 
Drawings of these offer a splendid opportunity for study of the 
human figure in action. 

II. Continued study of a few selected forms in addition to 
those already used in previous grades : 

I. Closer study of detail and structure of a few new animal 
forms and of those already familiar. The horse is a form 
that was used to some extent in Grades II, III, and IV, 
but can be drawn with much greater detail and with more 
variety of action here. The dragon shapes that were 
learned in Grade III are now used as a basis upon which to 
draw more elaborate and varied dragons. Careful drawings 
of certain animals studied in the science work are made 
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The knowledge gained in the science study is utilized in 
making correct drawings of these animal, bird, or insect 
forms. Different interpretations of these may be made: 

a) Quick sketches with pencil or brush from the object or 
from memory. 

b) Careful notes of details of shape and structure and color 
from pictures and from the object (pencil, brush, color, 
modehng) guided by specific questions which the drawings 
are to answer, e.g., regarding shape of bill, head, ears, 
feet, etc. 

2. Similar study of a few plant forms, including the representa- 
tion of the same form, as flower, or leaf in different positions, 
with better expression of foreshortening than in Grade IV. 
The knowledge gained from nature-study, is used in making 
these drawings. The detailed drawings of the cornstalk and 
of the geranium plant are examples of this. 

3. Here in the drawing of the human figure the emphasis is 
placed upon action; the old warriors make good subjects 
for illustration. A few definite actions, such as pushing, 
pulling, carr3dng loads, activities involved in fighting with 
swords and spears, occupations, etc., are stressed. The 
children may see the action, and then represent it largely 
from memory — seeing it a second or third time if necessary. 
Or, they may abstract the action lines from given pictures, 
then clothe these Hnes from imagination, and add accessories 
to make the story more complete. After this, comparisons 
may be made between the resulting forms and the original 
pictures. 

4. Drawing of simple constructed objects in different posi- 
tions, e.g., water cup placed on a pile of three books, 
then on two, then on one (or vice versa). Objects like half 
an apple, or a dish with a handle, may be represented in 
this way. 

5. Correct judgment of proportions or special relations: 

a) In objects, slants of lines, proportional relation of parts, 
e.g., geranium in pot. 



COURSE OF STUDY IN DRAWING 539 

b) In maps and plans. 

c) In geometric figures, circles, squares, oblongs of given 
proportions, etc. There are two methods of approach in 
dealing with this : 

(i) Estimating from given proportions. 
(2) Feeling for correspondence of shape of object with 
that of drawing. 
6. Continued representation of types of landscape. The 
forms previously drawn are elaborated and the new forms 
used in connection with the geography are added. 

III. Continued experimentation with conventions or symbols 
for aesthetic expression, e.g., decorative or symboHc interpretation 
of some form already familiar (as suggested in Grade IV). The 
ear of corn, the cornstalk, pieces of armor, the castle, or the dragon, 
are forms which can be treated decoratively and used as tail-pieces, 
single decorative units, or units in a border. 

The making of books for the science, history, or literature 
involves much design. More elaborate cover designs can be 
made here than in previous grades. For example, the problem 
becomes one of line borders of varying widths interlaced at the 
comers, or of a decoration which covers nearly the entire page. 
The relation of spaces is emphasized. 

Initial letters are made for certain of the books; title-pages, 
contents pages, and tail-pieces are designed with great care. 

The principles of good composition are applied to the illustra- 
tions for the books. 

IV. Water colors and crayons are used in connection with all 
the work. In the study of hue and value, which has a definite 
beginning in the grade, the children experiment with the color, and 
finally make a number of color sheets which illustrate the color 
theory they have learned. The application comes in using the 
color in the illustrative work. 

Standards of Attainment 

I. Some training in systematic gathering of data, from text- 
books, pictures, and objects, for illustrating a given theme. 
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II. Ability: 

1. To draw, model in the round with considerable detail, to 
represent in different positions, and to sketch rapidly with 
expressive general efifect — from memory — two or three 
selected birds and animals in addition to those learned in the 
previous grades. The use of objects, sketchbooks, and 
picture collections in gathering data for these. 

2. To represent leaves and .flowers in different positions. To 
study out effects of foreshortening by means of shadows, 
pictures, observation of nature, etc. 

3. To sketch objects in good general proportion, and to sketch 
simple groups of two objects to show the relative propor- 
tions correctly; to represent some few objects in three 
dimensions. 

4. To draw on paper and at arm's length on the blackboard, 
right angles, squares, and oblongs, of specified proportions, 
on any given line; also to draw circles, and to bisect and 
trisect given lines freehand. 

5. To represent the human figure in any position with good 
proportions, and with more careful drawing of details than 
previously, i.e., hands, head, and feet. 

6. To represent most of the common types of landscape, 
either with water color, crayon, or on the blackboard with 
chalk. 

III. Ability to recognize and appreciate a good design, either 
the formal design or the decorative drawing, and to tell wherein it is 
good. The making of all drawings more or less decorative in 
character. 

Ability to conventionalize by squared paper, mosaic, cross- 
stitch, weaving, or otherwise, any familiar form for decorative use. 

Ability to. make line borders, using several lines of varying 
widths, and to interlace these lines in turning the corners, so that 
the effect will be pleasing and harmonious. 

Ability to print rapidly and well, using the single-lined letters, 
and to fit several words into a given space, also to fit two or three 
letters into a given figure, and to make simple initial letters. 
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IV. The use of water colors and crayons with freedom and 
confidence. 

AbiUty to match any color with water colors or crayons. The 
beginning of an appreciation and application of colors in three 
values. An understanding of the terms value and hue. 

Ability to make flat washes, with special emphasis upon dark 
washes. 



